‘It feels safe to be a girl’ at Lode Heath

EDUCATORS and students gathered at King's College
London's Science Gallery for the first UK Feminista awards

ceremony on 20 June.

The charity supports schools and colleges in challenging sexism
and sexual harassment by conducting rescarch, delivering teacher

training and providing resources to schools

Gold award Lode Heath
School Solihull

AMAN Asfzal is a year 10 student at Lode
Heath School in Solihull, The school was
given a gold award for its work tackling
sexasm.

“I'm really proud to be here. It's a great
privilege. We've built things up slowly but
have established that sexism isn't tolesated
and our school has taken a very strong stance
against it,” sadd Aman. His classmate Maria
Gavniliue explained that it had made a huge
difference to the school’s culture, “It feels safe
to be a girl " she said.

One of the inittatives that has been
popular 15 a “girls-only astro day”, where only
girls ase allowed on the astroturf ar lunch.
PE teacher Amy Palser explained: *Anyone is
allowed on the astroturf but, stercotypically,

Award-winning children’s suthor and activist Onjali Q Rauf
hosted the ceremony. She said: *We are not going to be able to tackle

domestic violence, sexual violence, sexual harassment and sexual abuse

by adults if we do not start this work with our children. First we have
to make schools safe places where we can actually begin the work.

What UK Feminista is doing has been a long time coming”

because they're playing football, all the boys
take over. So, on Interational Women's
Day, we had a girls-only lunchtime on the

Silver award The King's School Macclesfield
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STAFF at The King's School in Macclesficld
used the NEU’s It's Not OK toolkit — created
following joint research by the NEU and UK
Feminista — to begin assessing and rackling
sexism and sexual harassment at the school.
“We adopted the action plan almost in its
entiretry,” said Richard Davies, assistant head
for staff development.

Year 12 stdents Ella Bray, Sophic Clegg

e r

andd Sehastian Fitzgerald attended focus groups
onganised by the school to discuss how to
tackle the sexism they'd experienced, Ella said
“Because we 1alk about sexism now it's easier
to do something about it. People are 2 lot more
aware of what they are doing and saying.”

Sophie agreed, adding: “1 hope that our
school being recognised with this award will
motivate other schools,”

B Apply for the UK Feminista 2025 award scheme at ukfeminista.org.uk
M Access the It's Not OK toolkit at new.org.uk/its-just-everywhere
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astroturf. More than 160 girls came and
played football, We're now talking abour

doing it every Friday.”

Bronze award JCB
Academy Staffordshire

STAFF at JCB Academy in Staffordshire
have implemented a whole-school policy on
tackling sexism, which includes 2 QR code
thar students can scan to anonymously report
sexual harassment so staff can investigate and
provide sanctions whese necessary.

Laura Buchanan (pictured above centre),
head of year 11, said it had made a huge
difference: “The feedback from students has
been really positive. They feel their concerns
are being taken seriously.”



